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PRE FACEL

—:0:—

TinsVolume, presentedto the Masonic Brethren by the

Compiler, is intendedto supply a want hithertoentirely

unsupp]iedofa Complete Handbookfor the self-instruc-

tion of those Brethren desirousof entering the Higher

Degreesof Freemasonry,and he trusts that it may be

received with the same favor that his previous less

ambitiouswork, viz., “The Text Book of Freemasonry”

(Craft), universallymetwith.

In performing this self-imposedtask it behoves the

Compiler to acknowledgethe aid he hasreceived,in the

Historical and Explanatory Remarks,from the worksof

such distinguishedand erudite Brethren as Brothers

Dr. Oliver, Findel, C. T. McClenachan.U.S., Jeremi&h

Howe, andot~iers.

J~iu~y, 1878.



“If it be askedfor whatgoodaretheSuperiorDegreescultivated?
we might answer,that asto personalbeneilts,the opportunityto do

- goodandcommunicate,to practise all the Masonic‘virtues, aswefl
asenjoy all thepleasuresof fellowship and sociality—sofar asthese
areconsideredwithin the sphereof the Masonic acquirementsof
any Brother—theoriginal working degreesof Ancient Craft ilasonry
will for him suffice. Only to onewhowishesto attaina moreexten-
sive knowledgeof, and becomefully accomplishedin, thereligious,
philosophic,and chivalric departmentsof our Order, as theywere
cultivatedin thedifferent ages of the world gone by, as well asat
the presentday, would we recommendinitiation into the higher
degrees. He only will be competentto appreciatethehonorsand
privilegesattachedto them who possessesthedispositionandability
to studythe deeperandhigherMysteriesof our Kabala,andwill not
restsatisfieduntil hehasdiscovereda satisfactorysolutionto every
Masonicproblem,andcanin everycaseexplain,de quo fabulumtzar-
ratur, who canthoroughly understandthe moral mysteries,aswell
asthoseof art andscience,which our legendsunfold, andwho hasa
laudableambition to participatein the most exalted sphere,with
congenialassociates,in that subtle communion andfraternization
which genuine‘Sublime Freemasonry’ is peculiarly calculated to
afford.”—TheFreemason.’QuarterlyMagazine.

“With theexceptionof ChristianityI knowof no otherinstitution
in which benevolencesopure,and philanthropysodisinterested,are
~taughtin obedienceto the commandof God; nor where,but in the
Gospel,the socialandmoral dutiesareenforcedby suchawful sanc-
tionsasin theLodgesoftheBrotherhood.”—Rev.Dr. DG1CIW.
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INTRODUCTORYREMARKS.

.0:—

THIs Degree has never excited very much attention
amongst Masons, but we learn from the Book of the
Statutes that “in the 18th CenturyRoyal Ark Masonry
appears to have beenmuchpractised. In the year 1772
a G~randLodgewasconstituted,and a Warrant is in the
possessionof the Supreme Grand Commanderof the
Order, togetherwith otherdocumentsrelating to this and
the ExcellentMasters’Degrees,with which degreeit has
alwaysbeenallied. This Warrantor Charter,sanctioned
by the GrandLodgesof Englandunderthe Old Constitu-
tions beforethe Union in 1813, is datedNovember,1793,
andit informsus that H.R.H. the Duke of Clarencehad
beenpleasedto accepttheGrand Commandof the Order,
and it is signedby severaldistinguishedMasonsof the
period.—TheirRoyal Highnessesthe Dukes’ of Sussex
and Kent were members of the Order.—This Grand
Lodgewas in existencedown to the year 1670,andthe

32



‘4 THE ROYAL ARK MARINERS’ DEGREE.

Warranthasbeentransmitted from one to anotherwith
the powers kept alive and with the full authority unim-
paired, when Bro. Domington, the surviving Grand
Commander,unwilling that the knowledgeof this portion
of Antient Masonry shouldperish, andnot beingin suffi-
ciently good health to attend a meeting away from his
own house at Bow, called together some Royal Ark
Mariners,and investedBro. Morton Edwardsas his Pro.-
Grand Commander,with full authority to act and con-
vene mectings of Royal Ark Mariners, reorganisinga
GrandLodge,” &c., &c. It alsogoeson to say that “the
position thedegreeof Royal Ark Mariner hasalwaysheld
in Scotland is this, that it is never given to any Bro. who
is not a Royal Arch Mason. It is workedextensivelyover
the whole continentof America, very muchin India, and
in manyof the Coloniesand Dependenciesof the British
Empire.” We also learn that it has been worked in
Londonfrom long previous to 1772, and that the Royal
.Ark Marinersclaim by immemorial custom to havethe
.Tight to work the Degreesof Mark Man andMark Master,
andthat the GrandLodge of Mark Mastersalso claim to
bavethe powerto work the Royal Ark MarinersDegrees.
It was thereforearrangedin 1870 that in orderthat th~
Grand Master and Officers of the Mark Degreeshould
have an opportunity of judging as to the merits of this
Degree,that thereshould be a meetingheldwithout pre-
judice to the claims of either,andit washopedthateither
party would disclaim ite intention to work the other
Degrees,or that an arrangementfor union or attachment
~d the Royal Ark Mariner to the Mark Degree much in
The sameirannerasthe Royal Arch to the Craft, would
becometo. Numerousmeetings,anda long correspon-
denceensud of an acrimoniouscharacterbetweenthetwo
contractingpowers, when, on the 9th August, 1871, all
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furthernegotiationswerebroken off by the promulgatioa
of the following resolutions carried unanimously at a.
specialmeeting of the Grand Lodge of theAntient and
Honble. Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariners of England
andWales,&c., viz.:—

1. “That this Grand Lodge, as representingthe Fra-
ternity of Royal Ark Mariners, havingbeenalegitimate~
andproperly constitutedbody for nearlya century,standi
entirely as an independentorder for the future.

2. “That a circular, giving the necessaryinformation,
be sent to all Mark Lodges andotherbodiesinterested,
andthat this G. L. be at once placedwith all of those
bodieswho may be interestedin its proceedings.

3. “That, having thepowerby RoyalWarrantof 179S
to confer theoriginal and genuine degreesof Mark Man,
Mark Master, Excellent and Super-ExcellentMaster,
thesebe at once addedto the working of anyLodge of
Royal Ark Maimersthatmay desireto work them.

4. “Relatesto Feesonly.
5. “That the thanks of the G. L. be sent to those

Lodgeswho havesent a vote of confidence,endorsingthe
proceedingsandundertakingto sustaintheaction of this.
Grand Lodge, againstthe circular lately issued by the-
Mark GrandLodge, intimating that theywouldwork the
Royal Ark Marinersdegrees.”

Finally, it appearsthat a notice of motion hasbeem
given in the G. Chap.of Canadaby Comp.Ramseyto the
effect that the constitutionbe so amendedas to rccognise
among other orders that of the Royal Ark Mariners.
D8grees.

A regular Royal ~.rk Lodge consists of the following
officers, viz.:—
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1. Commander Noah. 7. Junior Deacon.
2. SeniorWarden Japhet. 8. Director of Ceremonies.
3. Junior WardenShem. 9. Organist.
4. Treasurer. 10. Guardian.
5. Scribe. 11. Steward.
6. Senior Deacon. 12. Warder.

A Lodge may be allowed constitutionally to work with
three members, and be returned on the Roll of theFra-
ternity, so long as a single member survives.

The Jewel of the Degree is a Dove with an Olive
br~inch in its mouth,hangingfrom a loopedwhite ribbon;
on the bar is the nameof theLodge,andon an oval plate
fastenedon theribbon, is thenumber of theLodge, all of
silver. The Apron is of White Kid, with segmentalflap
borderedwith rainbow ribbon, and three rosettesin the
placeswheregenerallyfixed.
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FIRST GRADE.
Corn. Noah (Repeatedby Japhet and Shern).—Bro.

Ark Masonsassistme to open this RoyalArk Lodge.
Corn. N—SonShem. What is the first careof every

Ark Mason?
Shem.—ToseetheLodge secured..
Corn. N.—Direct that to be done.
Shem.—Bro.Guardianyou will seetheLodgesecured.
Guard.—TlieLodge is secured.
Shem.—Worshipful Corn. N. the Lodge is secured.
Corn. N.—Son Japhet. What is ournext care?
Japhet.—Toseethatnonebut Ark Masonsarepresent..
Coin. N.—Brethren, to order as Ark Masons. Son

Shem, from what part Gf the world did Ark Masons
come?

Shem.—From the Mountains of Armenia.
Coin. N.—Son Japhet. Whither did they take their

course?
Japhet.—Theywere dispersedover the whole earth,.
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and restedat that place whoro the providenceof God
pleased to direct them.

Coin. N.—Then, Sons,sinco wo have founda resting
place, it is my will and pleasuro that this Royal Ark
Lodgebe openedfor all businessthat may comebeforeit.
Thereforelet us beseechthe continuanceof the aid of the
GrandCommanderof the Univorso,that our laboursthus
begunin ordermay be continued in peaceand closedin
harmony.

Past. Noah.—So mote it be.
Corn. N.—Glory to God on high and peaceto us on

earth(opensBible at Isaiahliv. cluip. 8, 9, and 10 verses,
andplacesTriangleand CornpasMc~).

Coin. N.—Bro. Scribe, &c. (minutos are now readand
confirmed). CEREMONY.

Coin. N.—Sons. Since,by tho providenceof God,you
havebeenpreservedin the Ark from the overwhelming
waters, and have observedand obeyed God’s voice in
beingfruitful and multiplying en the earth,is thereany
amongyou. to join this Royal Ark Lodge to keep up the
memorialof so singular a deliverance?

Japhet.—Thereis, andwe bdiove,if permittedto ~oine
into our Ark, he will provea truo andfaithful Brother’.

Coin. N.—Go, Shern,and instruct the Deaconsto pre-
parehim accordingto ourantientcustom.

Shein.—Bro.Deacons,you will prepareandadmit the
candidatein dueform (the Deacons leave theroom and
preparethe candidatethus,bothf—s s—d andhoodwinked
with c—t threetimesroundthe nock, and is examinedas
aM. Masonandled to thedoor).

Guard.—Whocomesthere?
Warden.—AM. MasterMa’son, tricd andproved.
Guard.—Whatis hisname?
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Warden .—Noachida.
Guard.—Howis he clothed?
Warden.—Inthe habilimentsof a distressedMason.
Guard.—Is he in possessionof our Password?

Warden.—Heis not, but I am, andwill be answerable
for him.

Guard.—Giveit me.
Warden.—(Givesit.)
Guard.—Lethim wait patiently while a reportis made

to the Commander.
W. Cornmander.—A M. Master Mason, tried and

proved, who states his name to be Noachida, and is
clothedin the habilimentsof a distressedMason,requests
admittanceto this Royal Ark Lodge.

Corn. N.—Let him enter.
Guard.—EnterBro. Noachida.
(As Candidate enters he places the point of a triangle

to his breast.)
Candidatesalutesas Ivf. Master Mason,he is thenled

round once by the left from entrance, and stops at the
point whereShemis.

Shem.—Thispoint to which you havebeendirectedis
calledBeauty. This is to adorn the inward man, and
remindsus that God’s Beautyshinesforth throughoutthe
whole of the Creation in symmetry and order. It ex-
empliftes also the curious and masterlyworkmanshipof
Noah in the construction of the Ark, the simplicity of
which was Beauty itself.

(The Candidate is led round again, and stops at the
point where Japhet is.)

Japhet.—Thissecondpoint is called Strength,and will
support you under all difficulties. It denotesalso that
God’s strength is omnipotent. This was exemplified
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when the waters overspreadthe face of the Earth, by
which the Ark was upheldandall Noah’s family saved.

(The Candidateis led round again for the third time,
andto the point wherethe Corn. N. is.)

Corn. N.—This third. and lastpoint is called Wisdom,
andwill directyou in all your undertakings. It reminds
us that God’s wisdomis infinite, andis an emblemof that
divine attribute. It alsorepresentsNoahandhis wisdom
in building the Ark, by which mankind was preserved
from the UniversalDeluge.

Corn. N.—AII riseI (Candidate is placed nearly in
front of Pedestal.)

PRAYER.
Thou great and glorious Commanderof Heavenand

Earth,who spokeandit wasdone,we, thefrail creatures
of Thy power, humbly beg thefulfilment of Thy promise,
thus whentwo or threearegatheredtogetherin Thyname,
Thou wilt be in the midst to dothemgood. In Thy name
we meetthis evening to elevate aBrother,who, with us,
may continue to commemorateso wonderfula deliverance
as that of Noah and his family from the Deluge. Endow
him that he may prove a true Brother, and able to un-
fold the mysteriesof Ark Masonry. May he be as con-
stantandindustriousasNoah, as faithful asAbraham,as
upright asJacob,aspatientasLot, andmaythe purity of
him who was separatedfrom his Brethren,,and thewis-
dom of Solomon dwell in him. 0 Thou, who met Jacob
by the way—Gideonin the field—and Moses by the bush,
meet him and bless him in his going out and coming in,
in his basket and in his store. May he enjoy the upper
andthe lower springs. Blesshim so thathe mayberich
in faith and goodworks, given to hospitality, so that the
blessingsof thosereadyto perish may comeupon him.

May he love the brotherhoodunfeignedly, well know-















































































































































































































































































































TILE R~ITCTAL

OF

OPENING OF THE ENCAMPMENT.

B. 0.—Sir Knights, assistme to open the Encamp-
ment.

(Sir Knights all rise. Swords drawn, and in Right
Hands.)

E. 0.—Sir Knight SecondCaptain, what,is the first
careof a Xnight Templar?

SecondCaptaizi.—To see the Encampmentproperly
guarded.

E. 0.—Directthatduty to be done.
SecondCaptain.—SirKnight Captainof the Lines, see

that the Encampmentis properlyguarded.
Captainof Lines raps
Equerrywithout raps—
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THE KNIGHTS TRMPLAZ DEGREE. 177
distinctions,and the dust of the rich and poor 811a11be
blendedin one indiscriminate mass. The superiorityof
an afterstatewill be thatof Virtue.

Letus then endeavour,while on this sideof thegrave,
to copythatbrightpatternof everyexcellencewhich is set
beforeus in the Gospels,and as far aswe are ablelet us
act accordingto the dictatesof right reason,andcultivate
harmony,maintaincharity,andlive in unityandbrotherly
love..

Let the emblemsof Life and Death, which lie before
you, alsoremindyou of your earthlyexistence,andteach
you to be preparedfor the closing hour of your m6rtal
life; and, rest assured,that a firm faith in the truths
revealedto us, will afford you consolationin the gloomy
hoursof dissolution,and ensureyour ineffableandeternal
happiness~nthe world. to come.

B. 0.—You arenowto undergoa yearof penanceand
mortification; you will thereforetake that skull in your-
left hand,and one of those smalllightedtapersin your
right; andbanishingall worldly thoughts,and mentally
invoking the blessing of Heaven on your undertaking,.
you will figuratively perform a year of penanceby walk—
ing slowly roundthe Encampment,andkeepingyour eyes
ixedon thoseEmblemsof Light andmortality.

B. 0.—Toorder,Sir Enights.—Do~s.
(TheSir Knights standto order, the Novice takesthe~

Skull andlighted taper. as directed.,and, proceedsslowly
by himselfonceroundthe Encampment;while the Novice’
is performing the year of penancea solemndirgemaybe
played; when the Novice has returnedto the West he
faces the EminentCommander,who.addresseshim sa
follows

B. C.—You’will now repeatafter me the following
impreca~tions.






































































































































































































