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PREFACE.

Tars Volume, presented to the Masonic Brethren by the
Compiler, is intended to supply a want hitherto entirely
unsupplied'of a Complete Handbook for the self-instruc-
tion of those Brethren desirous of entering the Higher
Degrees of Freemasonry, and he frusts that it may be
received with the same favor that his previous less
ambitious work, viz., ‘“The Text Book of Freemasonry"”
(Craft), universally met with. '

In performing this self-imposed task it behoves the
Compiler to acknowledge the aid he has received, in the
Historical and Explanatory Remarks, from the works of
such distinguished and erudite Brethren as Brothers
Dr. Oliver, Findel, C. T. MecClenachan. U.S., Jeremiah

Howe, and others.

JaNvUARY, 1878,



“If it be asked for what good are the Superior Degrees cultivated ?
we might answer, that as to personal benerts, the opportunity to do
. good and communicate, to practise all the Masonic virtues, as well
as enjoy all the pleasures of fellowship and sociality—so far as these
are considered within the sphere of the Masonic acquirements of
any Brother—the original working degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry
will for him suffice. Only to one who wishes to attain a more exten-
sive knowledge of, and become fully accomplished in, the religious,
philosophic, and chivalric departments of our Order, as they were
cultivated in the different ages of the world gone by, as well as at
the present day, would we recommend initiation info the higher
degrees. He only will be competent to appreciate the honors and
privileges attached to them who possesses the disposition and ability
to study the deeper and higher Mysteries of our Kabala, and will not
rest satisfied until he has discovered a satisfactory solution to every
Masonic problem, and can in every case explain, de quo fabulum nar-
ratur, who can thoroughly understand the moral mysteries, as well
ag those of art and science, which our legends unfold, and who has a
laudable ambition to participate in the most exalted sphere, with
congenial associates, in that subtle communion and fraternization
which gennine ‘Sublime Freemasonry’ is peculiarly caleulated to
afford.”—The Freemasons’ Quarterly Magazine.

“With the exception of Christianity I know of no other institution
in which benevolence so pure, and philanthropy so disinterested, are
taught in obedience to the command of God; nor where, but in the
Gospel, the social and moral duties are enforced by such awful sanc-
tions as in the Lodges of the Brotherhood.”—Rev, Dr. Dalcho.
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THE

ANTIENT

AND
j"f ONOURABLE f RATERNITY

OF

Bogal Ark  Hlavimers,



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

Tais Degreec has never excited very much attention
amongst Masons, but we learn from the Book of the
Statutes that *in the 18th Century Royal Ark Masonry
appears to have been much practised. In the year 1772
a Grand Lodge was constituted, and a Warrant is in the
possession of the Supreme Grand Commander of the
Order, together with other documents relating to this and
the Excellent Masters’ Degrees, with which degree it has
always been allied. This Warrant or Charter, sanctioned
by the Grand Lodges of England under the Old Constitu-
tions before the Union in 18183, is dated November, 1793,
and it informs us that H.R.H. the Duke of Clarence had
been pleased to accept the Grand Command of the Order,
and it is signed by several distinguished Masons of the
period.—Their Royal Highnesses the Dukes  of Sussex
and Kent were members of the Order.—This Grand

Lodge was in existence down to the ycar 1870, and the
B2



4 THE ROYAL ARK MARINERS DEGREE.

Warrant has been transmitted from one to another with
the powers kept alive and with the full authority unim-
paired, when Bro. Dorrington, the surviving Grand
Commander, unwilling that the knowledge of this portion
of Antient Masonry should perish, and not being in suffi-
ciently good health to attend a meeting away from his
.own house at Bow, called together some Royal Ark
Mariners, and invested Bro. Morton Edwards as his Pro.-
Grand Commander, with full authority to act and con-
vene mectings of Royal Ark Mariners, reorganising a
Grand Lodge,” &e., &e. It also goes on to say that ¢ the
position the degree of Rayal Ark Mariner has always held
in Scotland is this, that it is never given to any Bro. who
is not a Royal Arch Mason. It is worked extensively over
the whele continent of America, very much in India, and
in many of the Colonies and Dependencies of the British
Empire.” We also learn that it has been worked in
London from long previous to 1772, and that the Royal
Ark Mariners claim by immemorial custom to have the
xight to work the Degrees of Mark Man and Mark Master,
and that the Grand Liodge of Mark Masters also claim to
dhave the power to work the Royal Ark Mariners Degrees.
It was therefore arranged in 1870 that in order that the
Grand Master and Officers of the Mark Degree should
have an opportunity of judging as to the merits of this
Degree, that there should be a meeting held without pre-
Jjudice to the claims of either, and it was hoped that either
party would disclaim its intention to work the other
Degrees, or that an arrangement for union or attachment
«f the Royal Ark Mariner to the Mark Degree much in
‘the same manner as the Royal Arch to the Craft, would
become to. Numerous meetings, and a long correspon-
dence ensu¢d of an acrimonious character between the two
contracting powers, when, on the 9th August, 1871, all
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further negotiations were broken off by the prommulgation
of the following resolutions carried unanimously at a
special meeting of the Grand Lodge of the Antient and
Honble. Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariners of England
and Wales, &e., viz.:—

1. ¢ That this Grand Lodge, as representing the Ira-
. ternity of Royal Ark Mariners, having been a legitimate
and properly constituted body for nearly a eentury, stand
entirely as an independent order for the future.

2. ¢« That a circular, giving the necessary information,
be sent to all Mark Lodges and other bedies interested,
and that this G. L. be at once placed with all of those
bodies who may be interested in ifs proceedings.

8. ¢ That, having the power by Royal Warrant of 1798
to confer the original and genuine degrees of Mark Man,
Mark Master, Excellent and Super-Excellent Master,
these be at once added to the working of any Lodge of
Roya.l Ark Marivers that may desire to worL them.

4. ‘¢ Relates to Fees only.

5. «That the thanks of the G. L. be sent to those-
Lodges who have sent a vote of confidence, endorsing the-
proceedings and undertaking to sustain the action of this.
Grand Lodge, against the circular lately issued by the-
Mark Grand Lodge, intimating that they would work the-
Royal Ark Mariners degrees.”

Finally, it appears that a notice of motion has beer
given in the G. Chap. of Canada by Comp. Ramsey to the
effect that the constitution be so amended as to recognise
among other orders that of the Royal Ark Mariners.

Degrees.
A regular Royal Ark Lodge consists of the follawing

officers, viz.:—



6 THE ROYAL ARK MARINERS DEGREE.

1. Commander Noah. 7. Junior Deacon.

2. Senior Warden Japhet. 8. Director of Ceremonies.
8. Junior Warden Shem. 9. Organist.

4. Treasurer. 10. Guardian.

5. Secribe. 11. Steward.

6. Senior Deacon. 12. Waxrder.

A Lodge may be allowed constitutionally to work with
thrce members, and be returncd on the Roll of the Fra-
ternity, so long as a single member survives.

The Jewel of the Degree is 2 Dove with an Olive
branch in its mouth, hanging from a looped white ribbon;
on the bar is the name of the Lodge, and on an oval plate
fastened on the ribbon, is the number of the Lodge, all of
silver. The Apron is of White Kid, with segmental flap
bordered with rainbow ribbon, and three rosettes in the
places where generally fixed.



RITUAL OF THE CEREMONY OF ELEVATION

TO THE

Antient and FHomowrable Fraternity of Bopal
Ark  Warmers.

FIRST GRADE.

Com. Noah (Repeated by Japhet and Shem).—Bro.
Ark Masons assist me to open this Royal Ark Lodge.

Com. N.—Son Shem. What is the first care of every
Ark Mason ?

Shem.—To see the Lodge secured.

Com. N.—Direct that to be done.

Shem.—Bro. Guardian you will see the Lodge secured.

Guard.—The Lodge is secured.

Shem.—Worshipful Com. N. the Lodge is secured.

Com. N.—Son Japhet. What is our next care?

Japhet.—To see that none but Ark Masons are present.

Com. N.—Brethren, to order as Ark Masons. Son
Shem, from what part of the world did Ark Masons
come ?

Shem.—From the Mountains of Armenia.

Com. N.—Son Japhet. Whither did they take their

course ?
J aphet.——They were dispersed over the whole earth,
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and rested at that place whero the providence of God
pleased to direct them.

Com. N.—Then, Sons, sinco wo have found a resting
place, it is my will and pleasuro that this Royal Ark
Lodge be opened for all businesy that may come before it.
Therefore let us beseech the continuance of the aid of the
Grand Commander of the Universo, that our labours thus
begun in order may be continued in peace and closed in
harmony.

Past. Noah.—So mote it be.

Com. N.—Glory to God on high and peace to us on
earth (opens Bible at Isaiah liv. chap. 8, 9, and 10 verses,
and places Triangle and Compasses).

Com. N.—Bro. Seribe, &c. (minutcs are now read and
confirmed).
CEREMONY.

Com. N.—Sons. Since, by tho providence of God, you
have been preserved in the Ark from the overwhelmmg
waters, and have observed and obeyed God’s voice in
being fruitful and multiplying en the earth, is there any
among you to join this Royal Ark Lodge to keep up the
memorial of so singular a deliverance ?

J a.phet —There is, and we beliove, if permitted to come
-into our Ark, he will prove a truo and faithful Brother.

Com. N.—Go, Shem, and instruct the Deacons to pre-
pare him according to our antient custom.

Shem.—Bro. Deacons, you will prepare and admit the
candidate in due form (the Deacons leave the room and
prepare the candidate thus, both f—s s—d and hoodwinked
with c—t three times round the nock, and is examined as
a M. Mason and led to the door).

Guard.—Who comes there?

‘Warden.—A M. Master Mason, tricd and proved.

Guard.—YYhat is his name?
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Warden.—Noachida.

Guard.—How is he clothed ?

Warden.—In the habiliments of a distressed Mason.

Guard.—Is he in possession of our Password ?

Warden.—He is not, but I am, and will be answerable
for him.

Guard.—Give it me.

Warden.—(Gives it.)

Guard.—Let him wait patiently while a report is made
to the Commander.

W. Commander.—A M. Master Mason, tried and
proved, who states his name to be Noachida, and is
clothed in the habiliments of a distressed Mason, requests
admittance to this Royal Ark Lodge.

Com. N.—Let him enter.

Guard.—Enter Bro. Noachida.

(As Candidate enters he places the point of a triangle
to his breast.)

Candidate salutes as M. Master Mason, he is then led
round once by the left from entrance, and stops at the
point where Shem is.

Shem.—This point to which you have been directed is
called Beauty. This is to adorn the inward man, and
reminds us that God’s Beauty shines forth throughout the
whole of the Creation in symmetry and order. It ex-
emplifies also the curious and masterly workmanship of
Noah in the construction of the Ark, the simplicity of
which was Beauty itself.

(The Candidate is led round again, and stops at the
point where Japhet is.) '

Japhet.—This second point is called Strength, and will
support you under all difficulties. It denotes also that
God’'s strength is ommipotent. This was exemplified
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when the waters overspread the face of the Earth, by
which the Ark was upheld and all Noah's family saved.

(The Candidate is led round again for the third time,
and to the point where the Com. N. is.)

Com. N.—This third and last point is called Wisdom,
and will direct you in all your undertakings. It reminds
us that God’'s wisdom is infinite, and i1s an emblem of that
divine attribute. It also represents Noah and his wisdom
in building the Ark, by which mankind was preserved
from the Universal Deluge.

Com. N.—AIll rise! (Candidate is placed nearly in
front of Pedestal.)

PRAYER.

Thou great and glorious Commander of Heaven and
Earth, who spoke and it was done, we, the frail creatures
of Thy power, humbly beg the fulfilment of Thy promise,
thus when two or three are gathered together in Thy name,
Thou wilt be in the midst to do them good. In Thy name
we meet this evening to elevate a Brother, who, with us,
may continue to commemorate so wonderful a deliverance
as that of Noah and his family from the Deluge. Endow
him that he may prove a true Brother, and able to un-
fold the mysteries of Ark Masonry. May he be as con-
stant and industrious as Noah, as faithful as Abraham, as
upright as Jacob, as patient as Lot, and may the purity of
him who was separated from his Brethren, .and the wis-
dom of Solomon dwell in him. O Thou, who met Jacob
by the way—Gideon in the field—and Moses by the bush,
meet him and bless him in his going out and coming in,
in his basket and in his store. May he enjoy the upper
and the lower springs. Bless him so that he may be rich
in faith and good works, given to hospitality, so that the
blessings of those ready to perish may come upon him.

May he love the brotherhood unfeignedly, well know-





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THX®H RITU.AI

OF

Wlasonic  BRmights  Templar,

OPENING OF THE ENCAMPMENT.

E. C.—Sir Knights, assist me to open the Encamp-

ment.
(Sir Knights all rise. Swords drawn, and in Right

Hands.) :
E. C.—5Sir Knlcrht Second Captain, what is the first

care of a Knight Templa.r‘>
Second Captain.—To see the Encampment properly

guarded.
E. C.—Direct that duty to be done.
Second Captain.—Sir Knight Captain of the Lines, see
that the Encampment is properly guarded.
Captain of Lines raps
Equerry without raps

M2










































THE ENIGHTS TEMPLAR DEGREE, 177

distinctions, and the dust of the rich and poor shall be
blended in one indiscriminate mass. The superiority of
an after state will be that of Virtue.

. Let us then endeavour, while on this side of the grave,
to copy that bright pattern of every excellenee which is set
before us in the Gospels, and as far as we are able let us
act according to the dictates of right reason, and cultivate
barmony, maintain charity, and live in unity and brotherly
love. .

Let the emblems of Life and Death, which lie before
you, also remind you of your earthly existence, and teach
you to be prepared for the closing hour of your mortal
life; and, rest assured, that a firm faith in the truths
revealed to us, will afford you consolation in the gloomy
hours of dissolution, and ensure your ineffable and eternal
happiness in the world to come.

E. C.—You are now to undergo a year of penance and
mortification; you will therefore take that skull in your
left hand, a.nd one of those small lighted tapers in your
right; and banishing all worldly thoughts, and mentally
invoking the blessing of Heaven on your undertaking,.
you will figuratively perform a year of penance by walk~
ing slowly round the Encampment, and keeping your eyes
fixed on fhose Emblems of Light and mortality:

E. C.—To order, Sir Knights.—Done.

(The Sir Knights stand to order, the Novice takes thes
Skull and lighted taper as directed, and. proceeds slowly
by himself once round the Encampment; while the Novice-
is performing the. year of penance a solemn dirge may be
played; when the Novice has returned to the West he
faces the Eminent Commander, who.addresses him as

follows :—
E. C.—You'will now repeat after me the following

imprecations.








































































































































































































































































































