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A PHARONIC EGYPTIAN APRON 

 
To display their power and association with the gods, the Pharaohs wore 

different clothes than the nobles and the common people.  
 
The royal headdress called the Nemes is an important royal emblem. Originally, 
it was a piece of linen cloth gathered together at the back of the head. The 
statues of King Netjer-Khet or Josser show that by the Third Dynasty, the kings 
had begun to wear it over their wigs. The Nemes became a royal headdress by 
the Fourth Dynasty, with or without pleating over the head, but generally with 
fine accordion pleating on what is called the lappets, or folds. The band of the 
Nemes was bound tightly above the brows and tied at the back beneath the 
"queue," which did not appear until the Middle Kingdom. The band of the Nemes 
was strengthened by a piece of hard material like a strip of leather located 
between the Nemes and the forehead. This was either to prevent the cloth of 
the Nemes from being stained with sweat or from chafing the brow.  
 
The false beard seems to have been attached to the same piece of material. 
Depictions of the Nemes were striped both in reliefs and paintings and the 
unstriped part was in the ground color of the figure.  
 



These features can be seen in the famous mask of King Tutankhamen as well as 
the Shawabti statuettes. According to some Egyptologists, the Nemes, made of 
linen, might very often have been of one color.  
 
Another royal garment is the royal apron or kilt, called the Shendyt. It is 
first found in the Fourth Dynasty and hardly varied throughout Egyptian history. 
It was wrapped counter-clockwise around the king's body. The royal apron is 
entirely covered with fine accordion pleating. This apron differs from the divine 
one, which does not have the little piece of cloth that hangs in the front. 
 


